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SUBJECT: | (MB Reductlcn of FY 1981 Fumhng for E«ﬁxshm o
. World Coveragc -

REFERENCE: ~ Your 18 April j'relegihone »ca;n |

1. The reduction by (i3 of FBIS' FY 1981 budget for Muslim. - S
‘World coverage from| |million seriously impacts -~ . - 2f
on new prograws currently in the gestation stage that arise out of-
the special FY 1930 funding. Such a reduction at this juncture - =
raises doubts about FBIS® ability to continue some of the approved -
actw:ntles and will definitely require lmltmg the scope of othersa g

2. You noted Keith Hall's concern about our ability to hire
"indigenous" employees for the Gulf Bureau in Bahrain. Ve share
this concern and have been involved in a broad recruiting campaign
in Burope, the Middle Bast, and the United States designed to find .
the specific language skills necessary to staff the bureau. . An . .
officer has just returned from a trip to lLondon Istanbul , Ankara, S
and Karachi where four poténtial monitors ‘required) for - .25
the Guif Bureau were identified and put into process. This Tecruit- »
ing trip has turncd up a muaber of additional leads in lmrope and -
the United States which should enable us to complete recruiting for'
the total of 12 mcnltors requzred at the London and Gulf bureaus.

3. As 1all mdmated there is some degree of. uncertainty-
with regard to setting up the Islanabad recording unit, but we
are working to clarify the situation as expeditiously as possible..
The State Department has advised Ambassador Hummel of our interest .
in establlsiung a small recording unit in Islamabad, and I will be -
meeting with the Ambassador to discuss this when he returns to -
Washington next wesk. Reduction of the funding for the Islamabad
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